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OLD JENKINS MILL AND DAM
Durham was settled early in the 17th century as a part
of Dover and was known as the Oyster River Plantation
until it was incorporated on May 1 5th, 1 732.
Early history related a mill was built in 1631 at Durham
Falls, it being one of various kinds in operation when ship-
building was carried on in the area.
Chesley's Mill on the Oyster River just below the present
B & M R R bridge was mentioned as early as June 6, 1701 .
This was a grist mill, not standing in 1903 but evidence of
the dam remains and can be seen from Mill Road.
The cut of the old Jenkins Mill is from a water color paint-
ing, copied from an early photograph, shows the quaint old
mill located at the Oyster River Falls and was probably built
before the records of the Town were kept. Authentic history
of this mill begins about 1 800 when the property came into
possession of a Quaker named William Jenkins familiarly
called Friend Jenkins. Jenkins operated the mill as a tan-
nery. On his death the property descended to his nephew
Ephriam Jenkins who operated the mill as a machine shop.
From Ephriam the mill descended to Fred Jenkins and later
to his widow.
In 1913 the dam was rebuilt by the late Dan Chesley and
the mill ceased operation about 1920. About 1949 the old
mill was taken down.
The Jenkins family have had unbroken ownership of this
historic property for more than 1 50 years.
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Mr. Titus resigned in August, Donald Freeman appointed.
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TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING
OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM,
MARCH 11, 1958
The meeting was called to order by Arthur W. Johnson, Moderator, and
the warrant read by him, at 4:00 p.m. The polls were opened for balloting
on Items 1 and 6 but action on the remainder of the articles in the warrant
began at 7:00 p.m. Balloting continued throughout the meeting which
adjourned at 9:20 p.m.








Auditor for Three Years
Auditor for Two Years
Auditor for One Year
Trustee of Trust Funds
Budget Committee
Leon M. Crouch
count which resulted in: For, 94: Against, 112. The motion to table the
article was also lost and the article was adopted as written.
Article 8 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 9 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 10 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 11 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 12 — Moved by Richard Daland and seconded by Mr. Howard
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 13 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 14 — Moved by Russell Skelton and seconded by Lathrop Merrick
that the provisions of the article be adopted. Motion carried.
Article 15 — Moved by Richard Daland and seconded that this article be
adopted. Motion carried.
Article 16 — Cass Adams spoke in favor of supporting the Seacoast Region-
al Association and Perley Fitts made the motion that Town Officers Expenses
be increased by $400 for this purpose. The motion was lost.
The motion made bv James Chamberlin to raise the pay of the Town
Clerk $100 was carried. It was also moved and seconded to increase Town
Officers Expenses by S200 to help cover the expense of printing for the
zoning ordinances and the building code.
Moved by Edward Shanken was the following: "That the moderator
appoint a committee of five residents of the Town of Durham to investigate
the possibilities of securing light industries suitable to the atmosphere of
the Town of Durham and the University. This committee to report at the
Town Meeting." Motion carried.
Mr. Hartwell made a motion of appreciation for the planning board.
The following motion made by James Chamberlin was carried:
"To see if the town will approve the use of TRA funds to assist the Oyster
River School District in providing a road to the site, east of the present
school, which the school district plans to develop."
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 and the results of the balloting were
announced.
Then appeared Leon M. Crouch, newly elected Town Clerk and Tax Col-
lector; Henry A. Davis, Selectman; and Daniel M. Ninde, Member of the
Budget Committee before Arthur W. Johnson, Moderator and took their
oath of office as prescribed by law.
LEON M. CROUCH,
Town Clerk
A True Record — attest
Town Clerk
Then later appeared at various times Donald Richards. Budget Com-
mittee; John Sakowski, Auditor; Forest Smart, Treasurer; Jere Chase, Trustee
of Trust Funds; Dudley Barnard, Auditor; Gerald Smith, Budget Committee;
and Chester Titus, Auditor, before Leon M. Crouch, Town Clerk, and took








WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING
Tuesday, March 10, 1959 at 4:00 p.m.
Oyster River Cooperative School Auditorium
Two Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Meeting
To the inhabitants of the Town of Durham, County of Strafford,
State of New Hampshire , qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Oyster River Coopera-
tive School Auditorium, Durham, N. H., Tuesday the tenth day
of March, 1959, A.D. at four o'clock in the afternoon to act on
the following subjects: (NOTE — Voting on ballot items will
begin at 4:00 p.m. Action on other articles in the warrant post-
poned until 7:00 p.m.)
1. To choose a Town Clerk, one Selectman for a term of
three (3) years, a Town Treasurer, a Collector of Taxes, one
Auditor for a term of three (3) years, one auditor for a term of
two (2) years, one Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of three (3)
years, four members of the Budget Committee for a term of
three (3) years, and all other elective officers for the ensuing
year.
2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the budget as sub-
mitted by the Budget Committee (see details following) and
that the sum of one hundred fourteen thousand six hundred
ten dollars and ninety-six cents ($114,610.96) be raised and ap-
propriated for the purpose of it.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of approximately fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to de-
fray its share of the Strafford County Government.
4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow necessary money in anticipation of taxes.
5. To see if the Town will direct a discount of one percent
(1%) to be made to those persons who shall pay their taxes
within a period of six (6) weeks from the date the Tax Rate is
approved by the State Tax Commission.
6. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of
Chapter 287 of the Revised Statutes Annotated of the State of
New Hampshire relative to playing games of Beano (see ballot).
7. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to sell a
parcel of land located on the northerly side of Garrison Avenue
containing approximately 1665 square feet. This parcel was
transferred to the Town as a part of the Pettee water system.
Any monies that may be received from sale thereof will be
placed in the Durham Water Department accounts.
8. To see whether the town will vote to pass an ordinance
prohibiting hunting and shooting within the Town of Durham
subject to a $50.00 fine except in cases where written permission
of the property owner has been obtained. (Petitioned by 47
legal voters)
9. To transact any other business that may legally come be-
fore this meeting.
Given under our hand and seal this twenty-third day of Feb-






A True Copy — Attest
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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE ENSUING
YEAR JANUARY 1, 1959 TO DECEMBER 31, 1959 COMPARED WITH
ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL REVENUE, APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES








Interest and Dividends Tax $10,500.00
Railroad Tax 1.100.00
Savings Bank Tax L600.00
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 650.00
Business Licenses, Permits and Filing Fees 85.00
Fines and Forfeits, Municipal Court 1.500.00
Rent of Town Hall and Other Buildings . . 960.00
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits . . 50.00
Income of Departments:
(a) Highway, incl. rental of equipment 6,500.00
(b) Sewer Assessments 4,500.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 15,300.00





Refund Town Clerk Fees 800.00
Refund Town Hall Heat 500.00
Cash Surplus
From Local Taxes Other Than Property
Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular at $2 2,000.00
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes 60.00
(c) Yield Taxes 600.00
Total Revenues from All Sources Except
Property Taxes $49,309.64
Amt. to be Raised by Property Taxes ...















Town Officers' Salaries $7,705.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,225.00
Election and Registration Expenses 480.00
Expenses Town Hall and Other Town
Bldgs 1,093.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 8,108.00
Fire Department 8,668.34
Care of Trees 300.00
Civil Defense 450.00
Health:
Health Department, Including Hospitals . . 85.00




General Expenses of Highway Department 500.00




Old Age Assistance 1,000.00
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day and Veterans' Associations 100.00
Recreation:





Damages and Legal Expenses 50.00
Employees' Retirement and Social Security 800.00
Interest:
On Temporary Loans 400.00
On Bonded Debt 1,445.91
Coupon Service 20.00
Outlay for New Constr. and Perm. Improv.
Sidewalk Construction -. . . 2,000.00
Sewer Construction
New Lands and Buildings 2,000.00
New Equipment 7,500.00
Payment on Principal of Debt:
(a) Bonds 9,269.83
(b) Payment to Capital Reserve Funds ...























Office Supplies & Services
Legal Fees and Dues





Fees — Moderator, Ballot Clerks and
Supv. Check Lists $72.00
Setting Up of Polling Place
Supplies and Printing 24.85
Lunches for Workers 27.15
Rental of Polling Place 10.00
Total $134.00















Travel Expenses 661 .51
Uniform Allowance 190.25





1957 1958 1958 1959
Expended Budget Expended Proposed
Fire Department
Salaries — Chief $1,138.77 $1,200.00 $1,166.64 $1,250.00
Salaries — Regular Firemen 3,508.13 3,750.00 3,479.90 3,716.66
Salaries — Call Firemen 731.25 750.00 712.50 750.00
Soc. Security & Retirement 221.49 216.67 232.41 216.67
Equipment 802.59 500.00 614.49 500.00
Supplies and Maintenance 323.96 666.66 295.13 666.66
Insurance 133.35 135.00 148.26 135.00
Vacation Salaries
.
94.00 116.67 378.14 116.67
Fighting Forest Fires 146.80 ...
Sinking Fund for Truck 333.34 333.34 333.34
Payment on Ladder Truck 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Total Town $8,100.34 $8,668.34 $8,360.81 $8,685.00
Total Dept $22,301.02 $24,005.00 $23,182.43 $24,055.00
*Sixth annual payment on Town's share of ladder truck ($10,000 Town's share)
Health Department
Expenses Health Officer $45.83 $60.00 $41.21 $60.00
Vaccinations 25.00 25.00
Total -. $45.83 $85.00 $41.21 $85.00
Refuse and Garbage Collection
Garbage Collection $799.98 $800.00 $800.00 $800.00
Payroll — Refuse Collection 3,861.53 4,000.00 3,660.33 4,000.00
Operation of Dump Pump 97.86 75.00 94.05 100.00
Materials and Supplies 14.10 25.00 120.95 200.00
Insurance 77.15 85.00 101.26 100.00
Total $4,850.62 $4,985.00 $4,776.59 $5,200.00
PllbllC Vr€liQ.T€
Old Age Assistance $994.25 $1,000.00 $881.86 $1,000.00
Town Poor 250.00 17.36 250.00
Total $994.25 $1,250.00 $899.22 $1,250.00
Town Maintenance
Payroll $14,887.80 $15,435.00 $14,852.20 $15,500.00
Petroleum Products 3,314.1)4 3,200.00 3,870.31 4,000.00
Equipment Maintenance 4,367.43 3,200.00 5,746.45 3,200.00
Materials & Supplies 2,900.39 2,500.00 4,034.56 4,000.00
Highway Salt 1,618.50 2,000.00 1,893.30 2,400.00
Equip. Rental 179.75 400.00 607.73 400.00
Road Tar 6,450.05 7,500.00 5,638.84 6,500.00
Utilities 60.22 70.00 48.38 50.00
Insurance 1,239.55 1,500.00 1,671.44 1,700.00
Contract Services 364.00 400.00 320.00 400.00
Total $35,381.68 $36,205.00 $38,683.21 $38,150.00
Total Social Security $753.17 $800.00 $741.83 $825.00
Garage Rent 500.00 500.00 500.00 500.00
Civil Defense 26.62 450.00 299.56 208.00
Street Lighting .\ . 3,845.44 4.500.00 4.456.47 4,700.00
Town Road Aid 469.75 572.26 572.26 574.30
Libraries 500.00 500.00 500.00 500.00





173.30 50.00 49.30 50.00
Concord Turnpike j
Hydrant Rental 440.00 500.00 500.00 500.00
Damages and Legal Expenses 104.00 50.00 12.50 50.00
Seacoast Regional Association Retain — no committee recommendation
Debt Retirement
Bonded Debt — Principal 8,269.84 9,269.83 9,269.84 8,820.32




Short Term Notes — Interest 407.15




Shade Trees & Roadside Imprvmt. . . . 300.00
Sewer Construction 5,000.00






Total Town Budget $104,663.20
Revenue (Estimated) 45.822.01
County Budget 14,475.89
Net to be Raised by Taxes
Town





































































































Durham's share $180,022.82 $201,747.70 $227,591.78
71.0% 74.8% 73.2%
Strafford County
Assessment $14,475.89 $14,444.79 $15,000.00
5.7% 5.4% 4.8%
Total to be raised
by Property Taxes $253,339.90 $269,795.17 $310,856.18
TAX RATE (per $100




Your Board of Selectmen is deeply concerned over the spiral-
ling tax rate in the Town of Durham. In the preparation of the
1959 budget, as for the past several years, every effort has been
made to hold down expenses. We believe that it would be ex-
tremely shortsighted to reduce any services now provided to the
taxpayers and that to curtail our present conservative program
of sidewalk construction, street lighting, and similar efforts to
keep pace with community growth would be merely postpone-
ment.
It can be seen by referring to the budget that by far the most
expensive item is Town Maintenance, which includes construc-
tion, maintenance and upkeep of all our streets and our few
sidewalks. Town Road Aid funds this year were spent almost
entirely in the removal of a large section of ledge on Bagdad
Road as it approaches Dover Road. It is particularly gratifying
that Mr. Ernest Wiggin, Superintendent of Public Works, was
able to accomplish this difficult job at approximately 50% of
the estimates received from contractors. Other major projects
included a half-mile of construction on the easterly end of the
Durham Point Road, the completion of 1957 TRA construction
of the Newmarket end of Bay Road, and the tarring of over 17
miles of streets and roads.
Major repairs to the Austin-Weston grader resulted in an
over-expenditure of the equipment maintenance item by a con-
siderable amount. This extra expense was in part offset, how-
ever, through Mr. Wiggin's ingenuity and frugal planning with
other items.
We were pleased to be able to assist the Oyster River Coopera-
tive School District in the construction of the soccer field and
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the extension of Dennison Road from the school to Bagdad
Road.
Snow removal in the early part of 1958 was expensive both
from the standpoint of labor and equipment maintenance. In
December of 1958 and thus far in 1959 there has been relatively
little use of snow plows but nearly 2i/2 carloads of salt have been
used during extreme icing conditions and the expense has
equalled if not exceeded the normal equipment and labor costs
for heavy snow falls.
Our Public Works Department also has the rather unpleasant
task of trash collection, now estimated at between 30 and 40
tons per week. We urge that containers be used which prevent
scattering of rubbish before the trucks can reach that part of
town. We appreciate the understanding shown by residents dur-
ing inclement weather when it is frequently difficult to arrange
a trash pickup schedule and plow snow during the same period.
It is worthwhile to note that Mr. Patriquin has done an ex-
cellent job as custodian of the Town Dump and that on only
two occasions was it necessary for the Fire Dept. to answer a
dump call, one of those being when a bolt of lightning struck
the pump and eliminated the water supply.
It is hoped that during this year we can step up sidewalk con-
struction, since the practice of the past several years of spending
$2,000 for this item has not kept up with the need. In the fall
of 1958 the Board of Selectmen authorized the building of a
sidewalk along Garrison Avenue from Madbury Road to the
school due to the vastly increased pedestrian traffic in that area.
We apologize for the fact that the construction on Mill Road
had to be left unfinished. The early cold spell of December in-
terrupted the work which we had planned to complete before
severe winter weather. It is anticipated that in 1959 this Mill
Road sidewalk can be extended to College Road. It is also our
plan to construct a sidewalk along Madbury Road between the
Durham Trust Company and the corner of Madbury Road and
Main Street. If it is at all j^ossible, there are other places in
town where we hope to at least make a beginning toward pro-
viding safer pedestrian traffic conditions.
21
We were able within the finances of the Water Department to
construct a 6-inch water main from Newmarket Road along
Mill Pond Road to the Red Tower Development, thus provid-
ing a very important looping within the system. Two main
lines now supply the area south of Main Street, heretofore served
by a single 10-inch main. It was also thought advisable to pro-
vide additional fire protection in the vicinity of the Oyster
River Cooperative School and an 8-inch extension was made
from Madbury Road and Garrison Avenue to the corner of Gar-
rison Avenue and Dennison Street.
It may be of interest to know that residents utilizing the Dur-
ham Water Department supply consumed in excess of 40 million
gallons of water in 1958, approximately 25% of the total water
consumed from the Durham-UNH system. While we are aware
that Durham water rates are high, it is our opinion that for the
time being, at least, we cannot reduce the rates due to the fact
that the system is carrying a large bonded indebtedness.
The Durham Sewer Department, as most people realize, is
jointly operated with the University of New Hampshire under
a 1947 agreement. It is important to realize that this system may
well be insufficient for Durham's and UNH's needs in the rela-
tively near future. The agreement with UNH was for joint op-
erations of the two main sewer trunk lines and the sewerage
disposal plant. In 1949 the Town applied a sum of $25,000 for
additional expansion of the disposal plant and other than this
neither the University nor the Town has made any effort to
enlarge the system during the rapid growth of the past 10 years.
The Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen are concerned
over the possible future need for sewer extensions in the area
north of Edgewood Road on both sides of Madbury Road and
have, therefore, included an item in the current budget for
engineering services to investigate the feasibility of providing
additional sewer services in this area.
Again in 1958 we saw a considerable increase in residential
and some commercial building in Durham. A total of 37 per-
mits have been issued during the year, representing an estimated
cost of some $676,000. In April, 1958, Harry Fitz was appointed
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building inspector and has been of tremendous assistance in
thoroughly inspecting building sites and arranging for all de-
tails before permits are issued as well as following up and mak-
ing sure that builders comply with the new building code.
Lacking experience as to what financial arrangements should
be made with Mr. Fitz, it was established that he would be paid
90% of the building fees collected and the remaining 10%
would be returned to the general funds for the purchase of
necessary forms and for whatever clerical work developed.
We regret that the development of the Red Tower Develop-
ment has proceeded slowly. Due to complications arising out of
the developer's failure to comply with the standard practices
with respect to street, sewer, and water construction, the Board
of Selectmen found it necessary to temporarily stop all construc-
tion of homes in this area until the developer carried out his
agreement with respect to construction of above services.
The largest single bit of construction is the new Federal
Building which, we understand, will be open for occupation
early in the summer of 1959.
The Board of Selectmen continues to maintain its schedule of
weekly meetings each Saturday morning. We welcome your
visits with constructive criticism.
23
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRIES
Pursuant to the following motion passed at the 227th Meeting
of the Town of Durham on March 11, 1958: "That the mod-
erator appoint a committee of five residents of the Town of
Durham to investigate the possibilities of securing light indus-
tries suitable to the atmosphere of the Town of Durham and
the University; this committee to report at the 1959 Town Meet-
ing," a committee was appointed, consisting of James Chamber-
lin, Hugh Hamilton, Edward Howe, Edward Peal and Edward
Shanken. At their first meeting, the committee elected Mr.
Shanken as chairman.
The committee carried out its assignment by investigating
the type of industry that would be suitable, should the town
desire any industrial development, and the type of industry that
would be interested in and could take advantage of the town's
assets. It also attempted to ascertain the sentiments of repre-
sentative citizens regarding industrial development in Durham.
As a result of this survey, various premises were adopted by. the
committee:
1 — Nothing should be done to change the essential character
of the town.
2— Types of desirable industry would be those of a research
and development nature, engineering services, emphasis
on science and light electronic assembly.
3— Such industry should be located outside the residential
area, preferably on land that is presently pastures or
fields.
4— A planned program, carried out and backed by the town,
would be necessary in order to attract industry. This pro-
gram would have to make available a definite location,
estimated construction costs and financing terms. Without
this program it is not possible to attract industry.
As part of its program of gathering data, the committee was
fortunate in having Mr. Vincent R. Dahlfred, Assistant Indus-
trial Director of the New Hampshire State Planning & Develop-
24
ment Commission, speak to a meeting of interested citizens as
well as answer questions.
Since no burning desire seems evident for any immediate ac-
tion to actively solicit industry, the committee would like to
clarify the position of the Town regarding its desire for indus-
trial development. This should be clearly decided by a vote at
the 1959 Town Meeting to determine what action, if any, should
be taken.
If the Town is not in favor of industrial development, then
the matter should be dropped.
If the town is in favor of industrial development then the
committee recommends:
1 — The creation of an industrial committee which should
include the Chairman of the Planning Committee and at
least one Selectman.
2— That the Planning Committee be requested to consider
where light industry might be located, giving considera-
tion to necessary water and sewerage facilities.
3 — That the Planning & Development Commission be re-
quested to keep this committee informed of any outstand-
ing prospects suitable for location in Durham.
4— That any citizens having comments, criticisms or sugges-
tions be requested to indicate same to the committee.
The committee would like to thank all those who assisted it






EDWARD D. SHANKEN, Chairman
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TRUS T FUNDS
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS FOR
1958
31 December 1958
No new Trust Funds were created during the year. There has
been no change in the investment policies of the Trustees.
Funds are invested either in U. S. Bonds or in Savings Accounts
in the Durham Trust Co., with one exception where funds are
invested in New York Central Railroad Bonds.
Private cemeteries were cared for within the capabilities of
the earning of the various Trust Funds. Each Cemetery was
mowed at least once during the year.
The earnings from the Moses G. Woodman Trust are such
that in another year, we will be unable to continue the annual
mowing. In several cases the earnings from the Trusts are not
sufficient to pay for the work needed to bring the cemeteries up
to a desirable level of appearance and care. Perhaps some of
our local civic organizations might be willing to organize work
projects to help out in this respect.
A recapitulation of the financial standings of the various





















































































REPORT OF HEALTH OFFICER FOR YEAR 1959
The following communicable diseases were reported in Dur-

















The town continued to be supplied with water and milk of
good sanitary quality. Restaurants, stores and barber shops were
inspected periodically to maintain satisfactory sanitary condi-
tions and practices. Inspections were made of plans for sewage
disposal systems for all new houses in Durham in areas not ser-
viced by the town sewage system. Attention was given to special







REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD
At the regular April organizational meeting, Mr. Norman W.
Stiles joined the Board as the new appointee to replace Mr. L.
Phelps Latimer. The Board wishes to express their appreciation
and thanks to Mr. Latimer for the long and faithful service
he has rendered as a former member of the Durham Planning
Board.
In addition to the regular meetings, the Board held four
special meetings and called two Public Hearings.
The Board granted final approval to Mr. Forrest S. Emery
for the development of Section I and II of his Oyster River sub-
division on the Piscataqua Road.
A request by W. P. Davis and W. E. Davis for the approval of
a revision of the layout of lots and an additional street on the
west side of Edgewood Road was denied.
In the continuous study of problems incident to the develop-
ment of Durham, the Board is seriously concerned about the
feasibility of permitting future concentrated residential expan-
sion in areas not presently served by trunk line sewers. The soil
in Durham generally is not suitable or adaptable to adequate
drainage, consequently the concentration of septic tanks in
many compact areas can only lead to more expensive installa-
tions at a later date. The Board is taking this opportunity of
acquainting the citizens of this problem.
The Board wishes to express their appreciation to the many
citizens and the Board of Selectmen for their cooperation
throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted,
RUSSELL R. SKELTON, Chairman
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REPORT OF THE DURHAM-UNH BOARD OF FIRE
COMMISSIONERS
The Board of Fire Commissioners of the Durham-UNH Fire
Department are happy to report that the year 1958 was unevent-
ful, from the standpoint of fires. We are most thankful for
this, as prevention is our most efficient piece of fire equipment.
The new two-way mobile radio setup, in its first full year of
operation more than paid its way. Older residents have prob-
ably noticed the absence of fire alarms, especially during the
brush fire season. While the department answered 99 calls in
1958, the majority of these, through the use of radio, were still
alarms. This largely eliminates spectators who constitute a major
traffic hazard to emergency fire fighting equipment.
With the nationwide urge for bigger and better schools,
community centers, new public buildings, etc., all of which are
expensive, let us not forget that the protection of health and
property are basic to the above needs. New public buildings of
any type should be sprinkler equipped, fire drills and fire pre-
vention should be both practiced and preached, if we are to
fully enjoy the fruits of our advanced civilization. The Board
of Fire Commissioners stands ready at all times to advise and
recommend, not only regarding public buildings, but to the
private citizen as well.
As in the past, we are endeavoring to give the community
the best fire protection for your tax dollar that you can afford.
Less than 1/6 of 1% of your property valuation is allocated to
the fire department. The university's share which is twice this
amount is based on the ratio of their property valuation to that
of the town. The total amount from both sources in itself is
small, but the value received is large. You can all help keep
the tax rate down by continuing your good fire prevention
habits. Let us all strive to make 1959 a NO FIRE year.







Traffic control remains the most time-consuming activity of
the Durham Police Department. Off campus parking of in-
creased numbers of student cars is a constant problem and they
contribute largely to the rush hour congestion downtown. How-
ever, two important improvements have been made this year.
The widening of Main Street has helped a great deal in speed-
ing the flow of traffic and new regulations affecting the use of
the parking lot have proved effective and workable.
"No Parking" signs in support of Town Ordinances are re-
placed as frequently as possible. Regulations remain in effect,
however, when signs have been removed temporarily.
Traffic control is provided, as regularly as possible with a two
man force, at Mill Road and Main Street and at Madbury Road
and Garrison Avenue during the hours of heavy school traffic,
and at two points on Main Street at noon and early evening
during the periods of heavy vehicular traffic. Consideration is
being given to increasing the size of the Police Force. Mean-
while we continue to cover the rural areas regularly and main-
tain a 9-12 patrol in the evenings. Although there are hours
when police protection is not available by direct phoned re-
quest, the Chief has radio communication with the State Police
and can be reached through them in case of emergency.
Incidents in 1958 have included minor thefts, the first traffic
fatality in ten years, and the investigation of 87 accidents. Dur-
ham should be proud in the knowledge that again this year no
Durham youth was involved in any court proceedings.
Durham police officers continued their education this year
through a course in how to find, preserve and present evidence.
This course was conducted in Durham by the Strafford County
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Law Enforcement Association. Chief Thomas serves as Chair-
man of the Education Committee and it is hoped that another
school can be held in 1959.
Cooperation with the State Police, the Motor Vehicle De-
partment and the FBI during the past year have been most
helpful.
The following is a summary of cases handled by your Police
Department.
Parking and Traffic Violations
Tags Issued 897
Fines Paid 755
Fines Not Paid to Date 142
There were 212 requests for assistance made to your Police
Department.
Cases Brought Before Municipal Court
By Local Police 93
By State Police 72
By Motor Vehicle Dept. 2
By Fish and Game Dept. 2
By Sheriff's Dept. 1
Total
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR
I herewith submit the Annual Report of the Building In-
spector for the year ending December 31, 1958.
Following the Town Meeting convened March 11, 1958, I was
appointed the Town of Durham's first Building Inspector.
Previous to my appointment between January 1, 1958, seven
building permits were issued by the Board of Selectmen, these
are classified below as follows:
Apartment 1
Breezeway and private garage 1
Alteration to present residence 2
New residences 3
A total of
Between March 11, 1958 and December 31, 1958 a total of
thirty-seven building permits were issued by your building in-
spector, classified as follows:
Type
New residences
Additions and alterations to residences
Commercial Buildings












Copies of the new Zoning, Building and Subdivision regula-
tions have been distributed to builders, contractors, architects,
engineers and to others who requested them.
The Building Inspector wishes to express his appreciation to
the Board of Selectmen, the Department of Public Works, and
the Planning Board for their cooperation during our first year





THE DURHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY
1958 was a significant year for book-minded Durham. The
late fall and early winter saw a move from the Hamilton Smith
Library to the new University Library building. The old build-
ing had been made possible fifty years ago by pooling funds
from the then New Hampshire College, the Carnegie Corpora-
tion, and a $10,000.00 legacy from Hamilton Smith; the new
building is entirely state-financed, at a cost of some $1,300,000.00.
The dual function of the Library — town and gown — was
taken into consideration in the planning, so that townspeople
will find the building as convenient to use as do University
folk.
Newspapers are as near the entrance as possible. Good read-
ing, made up largely of the newer books, is in a browsing area
opposite the loan desk. Books received during the current week
are on display near the card catalog. Reference books and cur-
rent magazines also are near the card catalog.
The children's room, a third again as large as the former chil-
dren's room, has carried with it the Charlotte Thompson Room
designation. Miss Thompson's friends are responsible for hand-
some new curtains, for refinishing the maple furniture, and for a
beautiful panel painted especially for the children's room by
Elizabeth Orton Jones, Mason, New Hampshire artist beloved
by all children who know her or her work. The new yellow steel
stacks in the room were paid for by the University, and replace
the maple stacks that would have been too great an expense to
match. Both children and adults have expressed delight in the
new quarters.
Pressure of work has made it necessary to limit the number
of school groups that can be shown how to use the library.
Plans made between the Reference Librarian and the School
insure that all children will receive instruction at certain levels.
But it is no longer possible to take any grade on request. Teach-
ers, of course, may bring groups to the Charlotte Thompson
Room at any time to familiarize them with its contents.
The newness of the building doubtless prompted requests for
tours from outside the Oyster River District. Portsmouth and
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Newmarket High Schools and Coe-Brown Academy were among
those from which groups came.
Much could be done in Durham to encourage reading among
the children. It is unfortunate that in a community where
adults have so rich a collection at their command, the children
must be denied what many communities consider essential ser-
vices. Children inclined to read do have a good collection of
books from which to choose; but the many ways in which a
library could entice other children into reading are perforce
neglected in Durham for lack of a children's librarian.
During 1958 more than 19,000 books were added to the col-
lection, making a total of nearly 265,000 books available. The
Town itself provided funds for 262 purchases. Forty Town









To the Town of Durham, N. H.
We have examined the financial records of the Town of Dur-
ham for the year ending December 31, 1958. This audit covered
the books of accounts and records of the following town officials:
Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Trustees of
the Trust Funds, and Justice of the Municipal Court.
All checking accounts and savings accounts were verified and
reconciled to bank statements or savings pass books. The bonds
listed in the report of Trust Funds were examined and proved
to the Statement of Trust Funds. The total amount of bonded
indebtedness was verified by examination of the records of the
Strafford National Bank.
The record of uncollected taxes was verified with the books
of the Tax Collector. Uncollected property taxes were confirmed
by contact with the debtors. Uncollected Poll and Head taxes
were not confirmed due to the impracticability of contacting the
number of individuals involved and since it is normal for pay-
ments of these taxes to extend beyond December 31 up to the
deadline for the following year's auto registrations.
Accounts Receivable of $2,693.50 were not confirmed by con-
tact with individuals. This amount is owing for rent of space
in Town Hall Building, for tarring, plowing and rental of
town tools. Of the total amount due, $536 was outstanding for
over 90 days.
The difference in expenditures of $73.10 between the Treas-
urer's report and that of the Town Clerk results from cancella-
tion of a check. Expenditures were reduced by $73.10 by the
Town Clerk whereas the Treasurer treated the cancelled check
as income.
In our opinion, and subject to the above comments, the
financial reports as printed in the Town Report for 1958 present
a true record of the financial status of the Town of Durham
as of December 31, 1958.
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Financial Statements Covered by This Audit
Schedule of Bond Payments
Tax Collector's Reports: Property, Poll, Yield and Sewer Tax
State Head Tax
Summary of Tax Sales Accounts
Unredeemed Taxes from Tax Sales






Summary of Expenditures Authorized by Selectmen
Report of Trust Funds, Town of Durham
George Ffrost Temperance Association











PROPERTY, POLL, YIELD AND SEWER TAXES
Levy of 1958
Debit
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $278,603.58




Sewer Entrance Fees 4,627.50







































SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
As of December 31, 1958
1958 1957 1956 1955 1954
Taxes sold to Town During Current
Fiscal Year $2,594.10
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes Janu-
ary 1, 1958 $2,730.51 $349.34 $31.1.36 $114.38
Interest Collected After Sale 34.86 18.61 37.09 8.38
Redemption Costs 3.10 15.19 5.34 .75
Total Debits $2,597.20 $2,780.56 $373.29 $349.20 $122.76
Remittances to Treasurer During the
Year 818.98 2,461.94 85.87 232.02 50.30
Total Unpaid December 31, 1958 .. $1,778.22 $318.62 $287.42 $117.18 $72.46
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES
On Account of Levies of:
1958 1957 1956 1955 1954
Bennett, David A $6.83
Boyd, Katherine R 96.01 $99.38 $78.41 $77.49 $72.46
Bradt, Joseph & Elizabeth 334.80
Chase, Harry P 139.68
Chase, Arthur A., Jr 299.38
Cutter, Margaret Estate 194.42 178.07 158.18
Davy, John A 25.66
Dow, Clifford 23.59 24.65
Gregory, William & Marie 280.54
Hopkins, Virginia & Howard 9.90
Huggins, Arthur 16.05
King, James R 16.05
Loranger, Victor and Helen 16.05 14.96 13.62
Malak, Walter 34.50
Perkins, Bert and Fannie M 20.97
Roy, Achille and Albert St. Jean . . . 28.35 13.62 15.04
Sleeper, William Estate 26.21
Smith, David M. and Beatrice 255.93
Totals $1,775.12 $318.62 $287.42 $117.18 $72.46




















Treasurer's Report of Durham Water Department
Cash on hand, January 1, 1958, Checking Account $7,035.99
Receipts, January 1, 1958, December 31, 1958 24,113.51
Total S3 1,1 49.50
Paid Out on Selectmen's Orders 21,402.67
Balance, Checking Account, December 31, 1958 $9,746.83
Savings Account January 1, 1958 $5,586.17
January 3, 1958 Deposit:
Red Tower Development $3,260.39
Interest 112.00
3,372.39
Interest Added May 1, 1958 127.31
Interest Added November 1, 1958 147.63
Cash in Savings Account, December 31, 1958 9,233.50
Total Water Department Funds, December 31, 1958 $18,980.33
FORREST H. SMART, Treasurer
Treasurer's Report of Durham Sewer Department





Paid Out on Selectmen's Orders
Balance, Checking Account, December 31, 1958
Cash on hand January 1, 1958, Savings Bank
Receipts, Sewer Rentals
Income, Sewer Capital Reserve
Interest
Total
Total Sewer Department Funds, December 31, 1958 $7,746.68
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SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES AUTHORIZED
BY SELECTMEN





















Damages Sc Legal Expenses
Employee's Social Security





Payment on Bond Principal
County Tax
Yield Tax Bond Retirement
Payment of Short Term Notes
Parks Sc Playgrounds
Fire Department Reserve to Trust Funds




































Costs o£ Advertising and Sale 127.20
Head Tax 1957 1,662.55
Head Tax 1958 5,265.25
Oyster River School District 1957 10,000.00
Oyster River School District 1958 194,747.70
Refunds 406.79
Total Expenditures Authorized by the Selectmen
for 1958 $371,825.60
Accounts Payable
— School District $7,000.00
Accounts Receivable $2,693.50
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Health Officer — Lawrence W. Slanetz
Relief Officer — Albert D. Littlehale
Municipal Judge




































Police — Paul Gahan 3,037.50














8 Call Firemen 75.00 Ea. 600.00
Building Inspector
— Harry Fitz 356.50
$45,193.37
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DISTRIBUTION OF PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS
FOR YEAR 1958
Superintendent of Public Works $4,400.00
Other Town Officers' Salaries 3,464.30
Town Office Clerical 2,546.79
Cemeteries 49.30













REPORT OF DURHAM WATER DEPARTMENT
For Year Ended December 31, 1958



























Payment Long Term Notes
New Meters
New Water Connections
New Construction: Garrison Ave., 358 ft.
Mill Pond Road, 1299 ft.
Total Capital Expenditures
Total Expenditures
Total Cash on Hand December 31, 1958 $18,980.33
$7,035.99
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Summary December 31, 1958
In Checking Account
— Cash Balance S9,746.83
In Savings Account
— Cash Balance 9,233.50
Total Cash Balance December 31, 1958 $18,980.33
Accounts Receivable
Water Accounts 52,049.43
Water Connections and Services Receivable 283.54
Madbury Road Lot Front Footage Charge
Payable when Connections are Made 1,479.60
NOTES: Number of metered water accounts December 31, 1958 — 436.
Increase 17 since December 31, 1957.
Water Consumption four quarters from October 1, 1957 to Sep-
tember 30, 1958 was 39,747,299 gallons of water, an increase of
1,136,628 gallons over the corresponding period last year.
Of the S2,000.00 appropriated for Water Resources Survey there
remains a balance of S573.92 unexpended.
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REPORT OF DURHAM SEWER DEPARTMENT
SAVINGS ACCOUNT — Maintenance Funds
Balance on hand January 1, 1958 $5,874.50
Deposit of sewer rentals $639.00
Interest Credited by bank 206.03
Transferred from Capital Reserve
to cover Construction fund overdraw 625.45
Total Deposits 1,470.48
Balance, Savings Account Maintenance Dec. 31, 1958 $7,344.98
Checking Account
—
Balance January 1, 1958 Maintenance Fund 122.79
Received in 1958 —
Sewer rentals — Maintenance $396.00
David M. Smith—Construction 37.70
Total Receipts 433.70
Total $556.49
Less expended in 1958
Sewer maintenance $37.60
Refund of rental fee 3.00
Insurance 8.62
Oyster River Road Pump 62.07
Office Supplies & Expense maintenance 24.88
Office supplies & Expense construction 18.62
Total Expended 154.79
Balance Checking Account $401.70
Analysis of Checking Account:
Maintenance Funds , $382.62
Construction Funds 19.08
Total Checking Account 401.70
Total Savings Account
—Maintenance 7,344.98
Total Sewer Funds on hand December 31, 1958 $7,746.68
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REPORT OF THE DURHAM CEMETERY COMMITTEE
FOR 1958
The present Durham Cemetery Committee was established by
the Town Meeting on March 11, 1930 when it voted to "author-
ize the temporary cemetery committee, (consisting of the three
Selectmen and the three Trustees of Trust Funds), to serve as a
permanent committee to administer and supervise the business
and affairs of the Durham Cemetery." The cemetery property
consisting of 6 acres was purchased from Karl W. Woodward
for $1200.00 in 1926.
In the 1928 Town Report we find the cemetery lots listed as
20 feet by 20 feet and selling for $150.00, also the following
statement, "all lots are sold with a guarantee of perpetual care,
which means their maintenance in sod and mowing during the
summer season. On March 11, 1930 the Town Meeting voted,
"to accept $100.00 or such part as the Cemetery Committee may
deem reasonable of the purchase price of the lots in the Durham
Cemetery as an endowment fund for the perpetual care of said
lots." For many years the entire purchase price has been de-
posited in the perpetual care fund which is listed elsewhere in
this Town Report as the Principal Fund.
On June 2, 1958 the Cemetery Committee voted to raise the
price of cemetery lots as shown below and to set aside one-half






John D. Hauslein May 29
Alice H. Nason June 6
Mrs. Clifford H. O'Kane July 10
Mrs. Anna Corlies Rudd* August 3
Mrs. Margaret Jean Hennessy November 22
Grace Elizabeth Lazzari September 22
Mrs. E. G. Ritzman** November 28








GEORGE FFROST TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION
Receipts
Cash on hand January 1, 1958
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE DURHAM CEMETERY
COMMITTEE
INCOME FUND
Balance on hand January 1, 1958 $1,635.95
Receipts:
Interest, Durham Trust Co. $55.71
Dividends, U. S. Bonds 196.60
Sale of Lots in 1958* 125.00
Expenditures:
Labor $93.75
Check Book, Durham Trust Co. 2.00
Gasoline, H. R. Haines Co. 1.45
Equipment, H. R. Haines Co. & Sears Roebuck 31.87
Balance Durham Trust Co. Account No. 541
January 1, 1959 $2,646.02
Check Book Balance Durham Trust Co.
January 1, 1959 41.78
U. S. Bonds in Durham Trust Co.
Safety Deposit Box No. 154 6,566.39
Principal Funds in U. S. Bonds S6.566.39
Principal Funds in Durham Trust Savings




Total Income Funds January 1, 1959 $1,884.19
Principal Fund Balance January 1, 1958 $7,095.00
Sale of Lots in 1958* 275.00
Income Fund Balance January 1, 1959 1,884.19
$9,254.19
$9,254.19
Total Principal Funds January 1, 1959 $7,370.00
Income Funds in Durham Trust Savings
Account No. 541 January 1, 1959 $1,842.41
Income Funds in Durham Trust Checking
Account January 1, 1959 41.78
Total Income Funds January 1, 1959 1,884.19
Total Durham Cemetery Funds January 1, 1959 $9,254.19
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*Lots sold in 1958 are as follows and the proceeds have been added to the
funds as indicated:
Price of Principal Income
Purchaser
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REPORT OF DURHAM CIVIL DEFENSE FOR 1958
We had our first opportunity to test ourselves in the National
Test Alert of May 6, 1958. The evacuation traffic plan which
had been worked out jointly by the University Civil Defense
Committee, the Durham Civil Defense Unit, and the Durham
Police was the result of initial work by Prof. Gordon Shaw, Col.
Starbuck and others on a sub-committee. The execution of the
plan was successful except on two points. The first point was
that during the first few minutes of a Warning Alert, traffic
should be allowed to proceed normally so that people could
take the shortest route to their homes. The second point was,
that even later in the period of a Warning Alert, traffic to
homes on dead-end residential side streets should be allowed to
proceed against the traffic pattern on those streets.
The May 6th Alert also brought to light a second and more
difficult problem. The Fire Whistle used as a warning device
could not be heard in several sections of town even by the
Warden-Police. Coe's Corner Warden-Police were kept in touch
with Local Headquarters at the Fire Station by means of Walkie-
Talkie radio units furnished and manned through the courtesy
of the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps. The problem of
the Fire Whistle was complicated by the fact that during the
summer months there is not sufficient steam to sustain the signal
for the indicated length of time. This brought to light our basic
problem for Durham Civil Defense
— AN ADEQUATE
WARNING SYSTEM.
Early in September, in an effort to improve the warning
system with a minimum of cost to all concerned, Civil Defense,
with the assistance of the University committee and Prof. Alden
Winn, experimented with the Thompson Hall Carillon as a
possible auxiliary warning device. We found that this was not
as loud and penetrating a source as we had hoped. At present
we are in the process of obtaining information on sirens and
horns, their coverage, their usefulness in augmenting the present
Fire Whistle for fire alarms as well as Civil Defense Warnings,
and their costs on Federal Matching Funds available through
Civil Defense. We are cooperating with Henry Corrow, Director
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of Madbury Civil Defense. During the next year we should be
able to present a plan for the progressive extension of our pres-
ent warning system.
Last spring the Oyster River Parent-Teacher's Association
kindly gave us time for an evening program.
During the fall and winter months, there were two National
Communications Test Alerts for the purpose of testing com-
munications between the National, State and Local levels. Both
of these alerts were received and reports of the time that the
warning was actually received by phone and radio were filed
with the State and National offices. Chief Thomas' mobile state
police radio and the monitor of the Mutual Aid Band of the
Fire Department radio gave us a time lead of four or five min-
utes over the telephone alert in both cases. This additional
warning time is possible because of the far-sightedness of the
town fathers and the Fire Department in obtaining these radios
in past years.
Our Radiological Unit under the vigorous and capable leader-
ship of Mrs. Ailing has been most active. There are twenty-nine
trained monitors including five from Lee and Madbury which
are cooperating in the Radiological Unit. This allows for two
teams, headquarters staff, and a ready reserve. On October 5th
this unit acted as hosts and safety officers for the All-State Instru-
ment Calibration Session held in Durham. Fifty instruments of
all sizes were calibrated to insure their relative accuracy of
readings. Representatives from eleven townships and four area
officers were present.
At the time of this writing, we have been informed that our
Radiological Teams are the only ones in the state which are
completely outfitted with protective clothing. The coveralls
needed were bought second-hand and repaired by the Durham
Girl Scouts, Troup No. 7, as a civic project. The Girl Scouts
also stenciled the Civil Defense insignia on the back of the
coveralls. Through Federal Matching funds and surplus items
provided at cost through the New Hampshire Distributing
Agency, additional equipment was purchased.
Mrs. Alling's work was recognized by the State and she was
sent to the OCDM Radiological Defense School in Boston from
64
Nov. 17 to 21, 1958, by the State of New Hampshire. She is now
State Instructor in Radiological Defense. Other towns in which
she has conducted courses are Newmarket, Kensington, Danville
and Portsmouth.
Dr. Albert Frost, a member of the Radiological Unit has
done much of the maintenance and repair of monitoring instru-
ments for Durham and for the state. A set of radiological moni-
toring instruments was recently assigned for educational pur-
poses to the Oyster River High School by the OCDM.
Through Federal Matching Funds Durham Civil Defense also
purchased white plastic helmets for Civil Defense personnel
as
protective and identifying devices.
Warden-Police coverage has been gradually extended during
the year to include Main Street, Strafford Avenue, College Road
and the Dunfey development. A fall meeting of the Warden-
Police Unit was held to explain the problems of working out
the traffic pattern in evacuation noted above, to study the prob-
lems of blast and fall-out and to explain our local responsibili-
ties with relation to any airplane crash within the Durham
township limits. Further plans for training of this unit in traffic
control, etc., are now in the scheduling phase. A course is being
set up on a county basis by the New Hampshire State Police in
cooperation with other towns in the county.
The University of New Hampshire Civil Defense Committee,
under Dean Robb Gardiner, is a subordinate unit of Durham
Civil Defense. They have held six or seven meetings, made a
survey of transportation and other problems and been most
helpful to the Durham Civil Defense. Since the ice storm last
spring, auxiliary electrical power has been installed to run the
pumps of the Durham water supply in an emergency situation.
Among the liaison and informational activities of the staff of
the Durham Civil Defense unit have been talks to various local
groups on aspects of Civil Defense. We have also conferred in
Concord with State Agencies and in Rochester with Area per-
sonnel. Note should be made that part way through the year
Mrs. Plaisted also assumed the responsibility of County Co-
Chairman in addition to carrying on her work in Durham.
During the year, a system of chain of command was worked
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out so that at no time was the Town of Durham without a
notified staff representative who could assume direction of Civil
Defense in case of an emergency. The telephone switchboards
of the Town and University, the Fire Station and the Town
Office as well as the Chief of Police were informed of the ab-
sence of the Directors from town at any time as well as who
would be in charge during the interim. This is one step in the
distribution of responsibility which must be carried even fur-
ther during the ensuing year. This year has served to make us
more realistic and give us a greater appreciation of the problems
involved. With the continuing friendly and cooperative guid-
ance of the Selectmen and the assistance and cooperation of the
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